
With stunning scenery, ancient winding roads, a 
treasure trove of art and history, delectable cuisine, 

abundant wine and a culture that truly understands the 
value of enjoying life, Italy is a dream destination.  But how 
do you best savor this idyllic setting for your honeymoon?

Italy, which is about the size of Arizona, is incredibly diverse 
and rich in both visual wonders and gastronomical delights; 
it is with near certainty that your first visit to Italy will not 
be your last. As much as you love your new spouse, you will 
surely love this amazing and romantic country and decide to 
make several return visits.  This is something to bear in mind 
as you and your travel agent plan your Italian honeymoon.

Italy by Sea- A Mediterranean Cruise
A Mediterranean cruise may be a good fit for you if you 
want an Italian sampler.  Imagine only having to unpack 
your suitcase once, but each day you wake to explore a new 
exciting port of call along the beautiful Mediterranean.  
During the course of seven to ten days, you can visit 
Civitavecchia (for Rome), Naples (to visit the Amalfi Coast, 

Pompeii or the Island of Capri), Livorno or La Spezia (for 
Florence) or Venice.  This will give you a quick taste of what 
different regions of this spectacular country have to offer 
so you know where to focus on your return visit.

Italy by Land
Do you prefer to stay on dry land? Then, rather than trying 
to cram the entire county into a short holiday, choose one 
or two regions so you can really sink your teeth the local 
culture, the historical sites and you can appreciate the 
Italian lifestyle.  Start your trip in a lively and vibrant city 
such as Venice or Rome.  Then, enjoy the slower pace of 
life in Tuscany.

Venice
Venice is a great pairing for Florence and Tuscany; this 
floating city is just a two hour train ride away.  Once 
you arrive you will be mesmerized by the sea air and the 
architectural feats of buildings that are literally perched on 
water.  While in Venice, be sure to take a gondola ride down 
the Grand Canal, stroll leisurely across the Rialto Bridge or 

to St. Mark’s Square, and enjoy the local seafood or tiramisu 
and shop for souvenir Murano glass.

Rome
A few days in Rome can also serve as an anchor to your Italian 
getaway.  About three hours from Florence, this capital city 
boasts ancient ruins and modernity all at once.  Choose 
a couple of sites to explore such as the Colosseum or The 
Vatican, shop for supple leather, beautiful lingerie or high-
end designer fashions.  Dine on regional dishes of veal or 
artichokes, walk hand in hand as you descend the Spanish 
Steps and throw a coin in the Trevi Fountain, securing your 
fate of a return visit to Italy.

Florence
Making Florence your home base for a majority of your stay 
puts the best parts of Italy at your fingertips.  Florence, the 
capital of this divine region, is rich in art; from the Statue 
of David at the Accademia, to the Birth of Venus at the 
Uffizi.  You can also trek to the Piazzale Michelangelo for 
breathtaking vistas of the River Arno and the famed red tiled 
roof of the city’s Duomo.  Have your sweetie treat you to a 
beautiful hand-crafted piece of gold jewelry from one of the 
shops on the Ponte Vecchio, then treat your new husband to 
an incredibly thick and tasty Florentine steak.

Tuscany
Florence also serves as a hub for visiting the awe-inspiring 
Tuscan countryside.  To explore the smaller hill towns and 
villages, you can join an excursion, rent a car or better yet, hire 
a private driver for the day.  Here are a few highlights of the 
countless options:

San Gimignano is a beautiful medieval hill town, just a short 
drive from Florence.  Referred to as the Manhattan of Italy, its 
fourteen stone towers give this town a unique skyline.  Take 
an afternoon stroll while enjoying a gelato from the award 
winning gelateria, Dondoli Gelateria di Piazza.

Visiting Greve in Chianti is about the spellbinding scenic 
journey as much as the destination.  Once you arrive, visit a 
small winery for private wine or balsamic vinegar tastings and 
enjoy a memorable lunch with Dario Cecchini, arguably Italy’s 
finest butcher, at Antica Macelleria Cecchini (the Dario DOC 
menu is fantastic).

Admire Siena’s red stone and brick work, set against the 
black and white Cathedral.  Linger in the Piazza del Campo 
to soak in the scenery while sipping a glass of wine or 
morning cappuccino.
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Visit the Campo dei Miracoli (Field of Miracles) and home of 
the iconic Leaning Tower of Pisa you can climb the tower, 
or just make a quick stop and take a few requisite photos of 
you holding up the tower.

Tuscany is an astounding tapestry of color and experiences 
that will captivate your senses.  And regardless of where 
you decide to visit in Italy, you will surely have an amazingly 
romantic honeymoon!

When in Rome (or anywhere in Italy)…
Here are some must do experiences for you to enjoy while 
in Italy:

• enjoy a cappuccino and brioche (croissant) for 
breakfast in a coffee bar

• Take an espresso after lunch of dinner

• Try fresh pasta (wild boar or clams are delicious)

• Partake in a wine, cheese, olive oil or balsamic vinegar 
tasting (or all four if you wish!)

• Savor Italian pizza, sip a glass of wine or try a new 
flavor of gelato, at a leisurely pace

• Sit back and relish the Italian way of life! 


