
Located in the Caribbean on the island 
of Hispaniola between Cuba and 
Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic 
welcomes you with tropical sunshine, 

a refreshing breeze and melodic Caribbean beats 
around every turn. Offering excellent year-round 
weather, a plethora of resort options, countless 
activities and stellar hospitality that greets you 
the instant you arrive, the Dominican Republic 
is a dream destination. With dozens of resorts 
within a 30-minute drive of the Punta Cana 
airport, the country’s main airport and one of the 
busiest airports in the Caribbean, you are able 
to soak your toes in the sand moments after you 
arrive. Newlyweds Tim and Sara Schoen, who 
honeymooned in the Dominican Republic, say, “It 
was amazing, and for a fraction of the cost of many 
other Caribbean destinations. We loved that we 
could go zip lining, relax on the beach or go scuba 
diving, all in one easily accessible location.”

By Melissa Dutton

Dominican   

Let your wildest 
wedding dreams 
come true

The
Republic

your     honeymoon

Dreams Punta Cana Beach

Dreams Punta Cana Wedding Venue

78  |  beautifulbridemagazine.com



your     honeymoon

La Romana Garden Wedding

Now Larimar

Zoetry Wedding Venue

Dreams Punta Cana

 The Dominican Republic is idyllic 
for honeymoons and for destination 
weddings alike. Boasting countless 
remarkable beaches and quiet 
gardens, you will find your ideal 
ceremony and reception location. 
Resorts such as Dreams La Romana, 
offer additional unique settings 
such secluded sea cliffs and a pier 
overlooking the turquoise water of 
the Caribbean Sea. Plus, each resort 
offers multiple wedding packages to 
suit your budget. In fact, some resorts 
offer packages free of charge, while 
others can be customized to fit your 

individual personality and style. 
 To truly enjoy your wedding 
experience and to help alleviate your 
stress, the resorts offer knowledgeable 
wedding coordinators who will assist 
you in organizing all the details 
from tropical flowers to a delicious 
Dominican wedding cake to the 
reception menu and décor and 
some resorts even provide you with 
a phone to call your coordinator 
directly on your big day. If planning 
your wedding from abroad is a 
concern, you can relax knowing that 
many coordinators, such as Claribel 
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Peña at Now Larimar, will Skype with brides to 
chat face-to-face during the planning process. 
Other resorts provide webcams so that even those 
loved ones who cannot attend the ceremony can 
still partake in the momentous event. 
 There are requirements for couples considering 
a legal ceremony in the Dominican Republic, 
including: the need to be in the country at least 
three full business days prior to your ceremony; the 
ceremony is to be performed in Spanish by a judge; 
and the necessity to coordinate the wedding with 
the judge’s availability. Due to these restrictions, 
many couples opt to have a symbolic ceremony, 
as a symbolic ceremony grants you more freedom 
with regard to the time of the ceremony, who 
can perform the ceremony and the language in 
which the ceremony can be conducted. To learn 
more about the specific requirements and options, 
contact your resort or travel agent directly. 
 Once you chose the type of ceremony, another 
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aspect to consider is the type of resort. With so 
many amazing choices in the Dominican Republic, 
you can visit more than one. For instance, if you 
and your fiancé want to start your honeymoon 
early, you can stay at an adults-only resort, such as 
Secrets Royal Beach, while your guests enjoy the 
family-friendly elegance and sophistication of the 
adjoining Now Larimar. Or you can be pampered 
at the boutique style oasis of Zoëtry Aqua Punta 
Cana, which offers 51 thatched sanctuaries; 
private plunge pools; horseback riding; and 
helicopter transfers from the airport, while your 
guests can stay at the sprawling tropical paradise 
of the nearby Dreams Punta Cana, featuring an 
expansive sandy beach and a relaxing pool that 
winds through the resort. These options allow you 
to start your honeymoon as soon as you set foot in 
the Dominican Republic, while taking advantage 
of the amenities such as the pools, beach and 
restaurants of two exquisite resorts.
 Activities abound for your guests while they 
are in paradise. Whether they prefer shopping for 
Larimar jewelry, made of the country’s native sea-
blue stone, golfing at one of the country’s courses 
included in Golfweek Magazine’s 2010 list of 
the top 50 courses in the Caribbean and Latin 
America; scuba diving along reefs, in caves and 
to shipwrecks; horseback riding along the coast; 
swimming with sharks or stingrays; or enjoying 
ecotourism with zip lining and jungle tours, 
there is an activity to suit everyone. Regardless 
of which resort you choose, you may be eligible 
for fantastic offers and benefits including group 
discounts, complimentary room upgrades, 
honeymoon packages and more. 
 As the big day arrives you can relax with a 
massage on the beach and enjoy beauty treatments 
in the spacious and tranquil spa. And as you walk 
down the aisle, with the sand between your toes, 
you can truly enjoy your wedding day. You have a 
coordinator taking care of the details, you and your 
loved ones are on vacation and you are getting 
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